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Press release 
July 22, 2022 

Bilfinger UK partners with Layher UK to deliver flagship ‘FlexBeam’ 
underdeck system  

• First use of ‘FlexBeam’ on the underside of an offshore oil & gas platform – the first
of its kind in the world

• Resulting in reduced construction time by 40%
• Labour saving of £30K against the use of traditional tube and fitting scaffolding

Engineering and maintenance contractor Bilfinger UK, in collaboration with Layher UK, 
designed the world’s first underdeck scaffolding system using FlexBeam to provide safe access 
to the underside of an oil rig.  

Bilfinger UK was tasked to deliver a fit-for-purpose solution which would provide safe access to 
the underside of the platform to remove and replace the underdeck oily drains pipework. 

Bilfinger UK partnered with Layher Scotland’s technical team to design the system scaffold 
configuration using Layher’s cutting edge aluminium scaffolding FlexBeam, reducing 
construction time by 40% when compared with traditional conventional tube and fitting 
scaffolding.  

David Cruickshank, Project Manager, Bilfinger UK, said: “As we continue to support operations 
within a maturing basin, innovation has never been more important. Layher FlexBeam is a step 
change in the way we offer access solutions to our clients, this collaborative project has gone 
some way to showing what can be achieved when you have a fit for purpose solution, a forward 
thinking client and an engaged workforce.” 

“Having watched this project progress from the early engagement sessions with Layher, all the 
way through to our Scaffold Foreman carrying out its first scaffold inspection, I am extremely 
proud of what our team have achieved. This project was delivered on time, within budget and 
most importantly with zero HSE concerns; an outstanding accomplishment from everyone 
involved.” 
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By utilising FlexBeam, Bilfinger UK installed the access system six days ahead of the initial 
estimation and 15 days ahead of the time estimated if utilising tube and fitting scaffolding. This 
equates to 246 workhours ahead of schedule and 601 workhours ahead of what would have 
been required if using traditional tube and fitting scaffolding, providing a labour saving of around 
£30,000.  

Ryan Clegg, Bilfinger Scaffold Technical Authority, said: “I am absolutely delighted that Bilfinger 
are the first to bring this fantastic access innovation to the offshore industry. As Scaffold 
Technical Authority, it has been great to be part of this project from planning through to 
successful execution. This is a huge step change for an alternative access method that we are 
excited to bring to all our onshore and offshore operations.”  

Sean Pike, Managing Director, Layher UK, added: “We are delighted to have been involved in 
and to have supported Bilfinger UK in this flagship underdeck system with our FlexBeam. It is 
the first use of our FlexBeam offshore on the underside of an oil rig, not only in the UK, but also 
the rest of the world.” 

“We were therefore very excited to play our part in support of the whole team at Bilfinger UK, 
from the procurement departments, technical and T.A. management team through to the 
scaffolders that had the job of turning the scheme into reality. We were also delighted to assist 
in product familiarisation and hands on training onshore, at our Livingston depot so as to 
ensure, as best as possible that the scaffolders were as prepared as they could be on a dry run, 
prior to the real installation out at sea.” 

“From our point of view the final realisation is superb and with Bilfinger UK we now look forward 
very much to achieving the same success and time and money savings on several more 
offshore rigs – I would especially acknowledge the hard work and positivity of the scaffolding 
crew in particular, and all of the Bilfinger UK team involved without whom this level of project 
build and delivery success would have been harder to achieve.” 

ENDS 

Editor’s Notes: 

Bilfinger UK is a leading engineering and maintenance provider, supporting customers across 
the chemical & petrochemical, nuclear, oil & gas, pharmaceuticals & biopharma, power & 
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energy, utilities, renewables and food & beverage markets. The company enhances the 
efficiency of assets, ensuring a high level of availability and reducing maintenance costs. 

Bilfinger UK has extensive experience in offshore and onshore facilities; specialising in asset 
management services throughout all life cycle phases from consulting, engineering, 
manufacturing, assembly, operations, maintenance, and decommissioning. 

This commitment is delivered by an experienced and highly competent workforce of over 4,500 
employees operating from 13 offices in strategic industrial hubs, upholding the highest 
standards of safety, compliance and quality. 

Bilfinger is an international industrial services provider. The Group aims to enhance the efficiency of assets, ensure a high level of 
availability, reduce emissions and lower maintenance costs. Designing sustainable production processes for customers is becoming 
increasingly important. Bilfinger’s portfolio covers the entire value chain from consulting, engineering, manufacturing, assembly, 
maintenance and plant expansion to turnarounds and also includes environmental technologies and digital applications. 

The company delivers its services in two service lines: Engineering & Maintenance and Technologies. Bilfinger is primarily active in 
Europe, North America and the Middle East. Process industry customers come from sectors that include chemicals & 
petrochemicals, energy & utilities, oil & gas, pharma & biopharma, metallurgy and cement. With its ~ 30,000 employees, Bilfinger 
upholds the highest standards of safety and quality and generated revenues of €3.7 billion in financial year 2021

You can find additional information, photographs and videos at 

 

http://www.bilfinger.com/en/
http://www.facebook.com/bilfinger
http://www.linkedin.com/company/bilfinger
http://www.youtube.com/BilfingerTV

